
Method of Delivery

This flexible study option allows you to decide where, 
when, and at what pace you study. It enables you to 
continue working while studying and supports your career 
growth through professional development.

Students receive electronic and telephonic support, with 
the option of personal contact sessions at learning support 
centres if needed.

The qualification is offered through a correspondence-
based model, with direct communication between lecturers 
and students via the NWU eFundi platform. Study material 
is provided electronically, while students are responsible 
for purchasing prescribed textbooks.

All examination papers are set, assessed, and moderated by 
NWU academic staff.

Studies are offered in English.

Cost and Financial Assistance 

Once you receive a conditional offer, you will also receive 
a quotation estimating the cost of your studies. In the 
meantime, you can visit the following page to view the 
current payable fees and get an idea of the 
expected costs: https://services.nwu.ac.za/
student-accounts-and-bursaries/payable-fees.

Why NWU?  

By obtaining this qualification at the North-West 
University (NWU) you will accelerate your career 
and improve your effectiveness and efficiency in the 
classroom. 

NWU is a leading educational institution in South Africa 
and worldwide that offers you:

•	 Limitless learning: With state-of-the-art facilities and 
leading academics, your education will know no bounds.

•	 Community and support: You’ll find a vibrant 
community and a support system to help you through 
every challenge and celebrate every victory.

•	 A future of opportunities: Our graduates are sought 
after, ready to make an impact in their careers from 
day one.

Why NWU Distance Learning?  

•	 Your learning, your way: At NWU, we understand life 
doesn’t follow a one-size-fits-all schedule. Tailor your 
learning to your life, allowing you to study when and 
where it suits you best.

•	 Earn while you learn and build transferable skills 
through experience.

•	 More than academic support: We don’t just care about 
your results; we care about you. Our dedicated support 
team is here to guide you through every step, ensuring 
your academic and personal success.

Get familiar with your essential study resources!

Student resources: Access helpful resources and 
information for administrative queries. 
https://distance.nwu.ac.za/help 

Student Support: Find guidance 
and assistance to optimise your academic 
experience. https://services.nwu.ac.za/ctl 

Student Counselling and Development: Access 
support services to nurture your personal and 
academic growth. https://services.nwu.ac.za/
student-counselling-and-developmentIt all starts here®
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Programme Specifications for the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDip)

Programme of study	

PGDip in Management and
Leadership, modules include:
Programme Code: 4DF D01
•	 Lead and develop people in 

education (PGML 571)
•	 Education law and leadership in 

practice (PGML 512)
•	 Education financial management and 

governance (PGML 513)
•	 Education law, leadership and 

fundamental rights (PGML 514)
•	 Leading organisational change in 

Education (PGML 521)
•	 Education leadership in international 

context (PGML 522)
•	 Leading teaching and learning (PGML 

523)
•	 Education leadership: Education 

system and societal contexts (PGML 
524)

•	 Education Research Theory (PGER 
511)

PGDip in Special Needs Education 
modules include:
Programme Code: 4DG D01
•	 School guidance and lay counselling 

(PGSN 511)
•	 Learners with special needs and 

barriers to learning (PGSN 512)
•	 Health promoting schools (PGSN 521)
•	 Learner Support in the diverse 

classroom (PGSN 522)
•	 Applied Learner Support (PGSN 571)
•	 Education Research Theory (PGER 

511)

Duration 

Distance 
students: 
The 
minimum 
duration 
of study 
for this 
diploma 
is two 
years. The 
maximum 
duration is 
four years 
(A-Rule 
1.14.2)

2 years

Career Opportunities

The PGDip programme is a qualification
for Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) of qualified teachers and education
practitioners and focuses on the following
target group:
•	 Working professionals with existing 

qualifications can use continuing 
professional development learning 
programmes to strengthen their 
current qualification. The Postgraduate 
Diploma is primarily professionally-
oriented and will offer working 
education professionals the opportunity 
to undertake advanced reflection and 
development of professional skill in the 
fields of education management and 
leadership and special needs issues in 
education.

•	 The PGDip (Special Needs) qualification 
will provide a postgraduate 
specialisation in special needs to 
practicing professionals

•	 The PGDip (Education Management 
and Leadership) qualification will 
provide a postgraduate specialisation in 
Education Management and Leadership 
to practicing professionals

Admission requirements

An approved and recognised 
four-year Bachelor of 
Education degree (NQF Level 
7) or a three-year general 
Bachelor’s Degree and a 
Postgraduate Certificate 
in Education (or a former 
equivalent), or (a) four-
year professional teaching 
qualification(s) as well 
as a 120 credit Level 7 
Advanced Diploma in a 
cognate specialisation or the 
equivalent of these as
approved by Senate and 
set out in the Admissions 
Policy of the NWU. A further 
admission requirement for 
a Postgraduate Diploma 
qualification must be a
minimum pass mark of 
60% average (in the BEd 
qualification) in the final 
year, or a minimum pass 
mark of 60% on average 
(in the Advanced Diploma 
in Education). Approval is 
subject to available space.

Disclaimer: Study information is subject to change and is a summary of the general 
fields of study. This information was compiled for introduction purposes and the North-
West University accepts no liability for inaccuracies that may occur in this guide.
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